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“Porque yo sé muy bien los planes que tengo para ustedes —afirma el Señor—, planes de
bienestar y no de calamidad, a fin de darles un futuro y una esperanza” (Jeremías 29:11).
En el último año hemos aprendido lo resistentes que somos como iglesia y como pueblo de
Dios. Ha sido un tiempo de dolor, pérdida, injusticia e incertidumbre. También ha sido un
tiempo para aprender, escuchar y probar cosas nuevas que nos hizo salir de nuestras zonas de
comodidad y hacia un mundo más digital. Esta iglesia perseveró de tantas maneras.
La organización nacional ha estado trabajando junto a todas las expresiones y ministerios de la
ELCA y nuestros socios para proporcionar recursos, compartir historias, involucrar a los
miembros y mantener vivos nuestros programas a medida que hemos ido cambiando nuestra
manera de responder a la pandemia.
Quiero dar gracias por la generosidad de esta iglesia a través de su Fondo de Respuesta al
COVID-19, por las extraordinarias maneras de conectarnos unos con otros, y por los métodos
innovadores que muchos de ustedes utilizaron para que sus comunidades pudieran participar
en el Evangelio. Gracias por su ingenio, y por saber que Dios tiene un plan para nosotros, y que
es un plan lleno de esperanza.
Mientras miramos hacia el futuro, los invito a soñar conmigo por un momento.
Imaginen que más personas conocen a Jesús. Imaginen que creamos comunidades de amor y
justicia a través del internet y en la vida real. Imaginen que nuestras comunidades en línea y las
bancas de la iglesia están llenas de miembros nuevos, jóvenes y diversos. Imaginen que
pasamos más tiempo colaborando con otros para causar un mayor impacto en nuestros
vecindarios y en el mundo.
Ese es el futuro que quiero construir con ustedes. Todos hemos experimentado la capacidad de
Dios para guiarnos a través de tiempos difíciles y a través de nuevas estaciones de la vida. Esta
es una invitación a ser parte de algo que Dios está haciendo con nosotros y a través de
nosotros. Nunca ha habido un mejor momento para compartir el camino de Jesús e introducir a
más personas a la comunidad, la justicia y el amor.

En paz,

Elizabeth A. Eaton
Obispa Presidente

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for
harm, to give you a future with hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).
We’ve learned over the past year how resilient we are as church and as people of God. It’s been
a time of pain, loss, injustice and uncertainty. It has also been a time of learning, listening and
trying new things — stepping out of our comfort zones and into a more digital world. This
church persevered in so many ways.
The churchwide organization has been working alongside all expressions and ministries of the
ELCA and our partners to provide resources, share stories, engage members and keep our
programs alive as we’ve shifted our focus to responding to the pandemic.
For the generosity of this church through its COVID-19 Response Fund, for the remarkable ways
in which we connected to one another, and for the innovative approaches so many of you took
to engaging your communities in the gospel, I want to say thank you. Thank you for your
ingenuity, and for knowing that God has a plan for us and it’s one filled with hope.
As we look to the future, I invite you to dream with me for a moment.
Imagine more people knowing Jesus. Imagine creating communities of love and justice online
and in real life. Imagine our online communities and pews filled with new, young and diverse
members. Imagine spending more of your time collaborating with others to have a bigger
impact in our neighborhoods and in the world.
That is the future I want to build with you. We’ve all experienced God’s ability to see us through
challenging times and through new seasons of life. This is an invitation to be part of something
that God is doing with and through us. There’s never been a better moment to share the way of
Jesus and introduce more people to community, justice and love.

In peace,

Elizabeth A. Eaton
Presiding Bishop

Welcome!

Welcome to the 2021 Synod Assembly! Through worship, small group
conversation, assembly business, and keynote sessions, we will
explore our individual and collective stories for the sake of
community, truth-telling, healing, and continuing our journey as a
church becoming.

Participating in the Assembly

To allow for the clearest audio, all participants will automatically be
muted when joining the meeting. For worship, we invite you to
participate in the songs, dialogue, and prayers, while remaining
muted. During worship, keynotes, and reports, you are invited to
participate by using the chat to pray, comment, and ask questions.
For the items of business presented for consideration by the assembly,
we will be utilizing the chat feature to facilitate discussion and debate.
If you would like to speak to a motion, please enter into the chat: Your
name, congregation/ministry, and reason for speaking (Motion,
Amendment, Requesting information, Speaking to the Motion, etc.).
During these times of debate, please limit use of the chat to request
recognition by the chair to address the motion on the loor.

ZOOM Information

• All plenary sessions and worship will utilize the same same ZOOM
Link:
Meeting ID: 917 2528 5456
• The Friday evening Anniversary Reception and Concert will use a
separate link:
Meeting ID: 929 9866 2356
• The direct Zoom link can be found on the assembly website.

Assembly Business

Voting on all assembly business will be done via BallotClick. This
includes approving the agenda, rules of procedure, budget,
constitution updates, and elections. All materials were distributed
electronically and can be found on the assembly website:
www.rmselca.org/assembly. The rules of procedure can be found in
the assembly handbook which is also available on the website.
Instructions on how to download and use BallotClick can be found on
the website.
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Nominations

We will be receiving nominations from the loor during our irst
plenary session, at approximately 4:00pm Thursday. The deadline for
submitting a nomination form is 8:00pm Thursday. Nominations
received after the deadline will not appear on the ballot. The
nomination form can be found on the website: https://
www.rmselca.org/elections

Help Desk

For help with your voting passcode prior to assembly, please contact
Kristen Lee: klee@rmselca.org.
Beginning at noon on Wednesday, April 28th- through assembly,
please contact the assembly help desk team for assistance with ZOOM
or BallotClick, based on your location:
Utah, Wyoming, North Colorado, Metro East
Hannah DiPasquale: hmdrewes@gmail.com; 970-591-3236
Boulder/Broom ield, Metro West, and Metro South
Tina Kvitek: tkvitek@rmselca.org; 720-238-3763
Southwest Colorado, North New Mexico, and Border
Andrew Nakatani: anakatani@rmselca.org; 303-588-5147

Assembly Offering

For many years, the Rocky Mountain Synod and the Lutheran synods
in northern Madagascar have accompanied one another in deepening
relationships, prayer, and ministry together as Companion Synods.
Half of the offering gathered throughout assembly is designated for
Betela Regional Seminary, for its mission of training leaders
theologically for work in the Malagasy Lutheran Church. The other
half will be shared with Four Winds American Indian Council in
Denver.
Offering can be given through our website: www.rmselca.org either by
credit card or checking account. You can also mail a check, with Synod
Assembly Offering in the memo line.
7335 Samuel Drive, Denver, CO 80221.
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Thursday, April 29th
9:00am: Yoga with Rachel Bass Guennewig
Join our morning prayer leader Rachel for a time of stretching and yoga.
All abilities are welcome. Join via the main synod assembly zoom link.
10:30am: Pre-Assembly Cooking Class
Join Ofelia and Pastor Rose Mary from Cristo Rey, El Paso, TX to prepare
food for dinner this evening. The ingredients can be found on the
website. Join via the main assembly link or via Facebook Live.
To learn how to make Ofelia’s Mexican rice, view the video linked on
the assembly website.

NOTES
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1:00pm: Opening Worship

Supplies Needed: candle, match, open hearts, and open minds
Prelude/Music

Minister Daryl J. Walker Park Hill UMC, Denver, CO
AV courtesy of Laura Romig, Bethany, Denver, CO

Gathering: Claiming our Stories

We Are Our Story
Rev. Ann Hultquist, Augustana, Denver, CO
Remembering Our Rocky Mountain Synod Stories
Deacon Mary Stoneback, Ascension, Colorado Springs, CO
Deacon Sarah Bjornebo, Holy Spirit, Centennial, CO
Acknowledging the Story of the Land and its People
Wind River Reservation, Wyoming
Rev. Kris Trahnstrom, Faith, Lander, WY

Opening Litany

Blake Nawa`a, independent musician/actor, Augustana, Denver, CO
Written by Deacon Sarah Bjornebo
Excerpts from “When Death Comes” by Mary Oliver
Gracious God, healing, sustaining, and restoring God,
whose grace is greater than pandemics . . .
When will this virus be over?
Can’t things just go back to normal?
I’m tired of video worship!
We need to be in-the-church!
I miss (pause) friends, family, hugs, restaurants,
singing, parties, live performances ...
I’m soooo angry!
sad - lonely
I’ve never worried about getting sick.
I’m afraid.
Sooo much change in such a short time - make it stop!
I need a break.
6

We will not go back to normal. Normal never was.
Our pre-corona existence was not normal other than we
normalized greed, inequity, exhaustion, depletions, extraction,
disconnection, confusion, rage, hoarding, hate, and lack.
We should not long to return, my friends.
We are being given the opportunity to stitch a new garment.
One that its all of humanity and nature — Sonya Renee Taylor
What can we learn from these strange, unexpected days?
What does the Season of COVID have to teach us?
What fears remain?
What is going to happen to the economy? Will I still have a job?
Will my family be okay? Will my church close permanently?
Will someone I love get sick, be a “long-hauler” or die?
When death comes
like the hungry bear in autumn;
when death comes and takes all the bright coins from his purse
to buy me, and snaps the purse shut;
when death comes
like the measle-pox;
like the coronavirus
What have you lost? What has this year cost you?
Is your business suffering? Are your children struggling?
Has the “closeness” or the isolation highlighted the brokenness
in your relationships?
Have you lost the routines that punctuated your life?
Did your favorite restaurant close?
How many plans did you cancel?
What have you lost? What has this year cost you?
Have you lost your church community?
Have you lost faith?
Are you struggling with God, race,
the divisions or violence in our nation?
Have you lost respect?
What have you lost? What has this year cost you?
Did a loved one die?
Were you able to be there?
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Were you able to mourn collectively or did you grieve in isolation?
When death comes
like the hungry bear in autumn;
when death comes and takes all the bright coins from his purse
to buy me, and snaps the purse shut;
Please take a moment to acknowledge all that you have lost
Let the loss linger - don’t judge it! allow the loss to be - name it - maybe write it down Give your grief to God.
Out of the depths we cry to you, O God!
Holy God, be attentive to our cries! - Psalm 130:1-2
Please take a moment to light your candle as we prepare
to acknowledge the partners in ministry that we have lost this
year.
when death comes
like an iceberg between the shoulder blades,
I want to step through the door full of curiosity, wondering:
what is it going to be like, that cottage of darkness?
And therefore I look upon everything
as a brotherhood and a sisterhood,
and I look upon time as no more than an idea,
and I consider eternity as another possibility,
and I think of each life as a lower, as common
as a ield daisy, and as singular,
and each name a comfortable music in the mouth,
tending, as all music does, toward silence

Remembering Those We Have Lost

Rev. Kristi Koppel, St. Paul’s L.C., Albuquerque, NM
Mount Hope Lutheran Church, El Paso, TX (March 7, 2021)
Rev. Robert Ove (August 4, 2020)
Rev. Edwin Swenson (September 12, 2020)
Rev. Earl Matson (October 20, 2020)
Rev. Neil Kvern (December 25, 2020)
All those we have lost to COVID-19
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Those lost to gun violence in Atlanta and Boulder
Prayer and song for those killed in Atlanta and Boulder- HKBP Denver
(a moment of silence)
O God, who gives us such great dreams and so short a life, comfort
all who mourn. Comfort our nation, our communities, and our
congregations. Help us to acknowledge all our losses knowing
that you are with us. May we actively engage the work of breaking
down all the barriers that divide and alienate. And may we learn
from death how leeting is life and how powerful is your love Amen

Readings

Greeting from Bishop Karen Oliveto, Mountain Sky Conference of the United
Methodist Church
Ephesians 2:13-22
As we identify the divides that structure our lives, how can
deconstruction be an act of faith?
A reading from Ephesians chapter 2:
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought
near by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace; in his lesh he has
made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall,
that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one
new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, and might
reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus
putting to death that hostility through it. So he came and proclaimed
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for
through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then
you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the
saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the
foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as
the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and
grow into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also are built
together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.
Word of God, Word of Life
Thanks be to God
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Psalm 85/Isaiah 58
The poetry of lament - the people cry-out to God for communal restoration.
In Isaiah, to cease from oppressing others is not enough. Rather, the text urges
Israel to “pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy the desire of the af licted.”
This phrase “pour yourself” literally means to “pour out your soul.” In Psalm 85,
God’s virtues of love, truth, justice, and peace are personi ied as they “meet
together” and embrace with a kiss.
O God, Will You Restore Us? by Isaac Wardell, Performed by Bifrost Arts, feat.
Yolonda Coles Jones on Lamentations, 2016
O God, will you restore us,
And grant us your salvation?
O God, will you restore us,
And grant us your salvation?
I will hear what God proclaims.
The Lord our God proclaims peace.
Kindness and truth shall meet,
Justice and peace shall kiss.
O God, will you restore us,
And grant us your salvation?
“Here is the fast that I choose:
To loosen the bonds of the oppressed and break their chains.
Let righteousness and justice go out before you,
Then you will call out and I will hear.”
O God, will you restore us,
And grant us your salvation?
Near indeed is his salvation to those who call on him.
He will incline his ear and hear their prayers.
Truth shall spring out of the earth,
and justice will rain down from heaven.
O God, will you restore us,
And grant us your salvation?
The Lord will guide you on a righteous path,
His vindication will shine down forth as the dawn.
Your people will be called repairers of broken walls,
Making straight the path to proclaim his reign!
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O God, will you restore us,
And grant us your salvation?
O God, will you restore us?
Please grant us your salvation.
Matthew 6:19-21
The Sermon on the Mount features powerful imagery in short wisdom sayings.
Our text for today invites us to examine our “treasures” - Where is your heart?
What are your passions? and how can you resist the mentality of scarcity to live
generously?
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
The gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ
Sermon
Bishop Jim Gonia, Rocky Mountain Synod ELCA
Hymn of the Day: Sing a New World Into Being
Sing a new world into being, sound a bold and hopeful theme.
Find a tune for silent yearnings, lend your voice and dare to dream.
Dream a church where all who worship ind their lives and loves
belong.
Sing a new world into being, sing as Christ inspires your song.
Sing a new world into being, where each gender class and race.
Brings its rainbow gifts and colors to God’s limitless embrace.
Where the lines that once divided form instead the ties that bind.
Sing a new world into being, Risk transforming heart and mind.
Sing a new world into being, where the homeless ind a home.
Where no children ever hunger, but are illed with God’s shalom.
Where all people work for justice, where all hate and vengeance cease.
Sing a new world into being, raise the harmonies of peace.
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Sing a new world into being, Join the ancient prophets’ cry.
For a time of health and plenty, when all tears have been wiped dry.
When compassion lows like waters, pouring balm for all who grieve.
Sing a new world into being, live the promise you believe.
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 GIA Publications, Inc
Tune:HYMN ODE TO JOY are. from Ludwig van Beethoven,
1770-1827,by Edward Hodges, 1796-1867.

An Immigrant Creed
The Book of Common Worship: 2018 Edition. © 2018 Westminster John Knox
Press - edited by Deacon Sarah Bjornebo and the South Metro Conference

I believe in a creative God, who

Creo en un Dios creador, que gui a las
personas en el exilio y en el xodo, el Dios
de los vagabundos, extranjeros e
inmigrantes.

I believe in Jesus Christ, a displaced
Galilean, who was born away from
his people, and exiled from his
home, who led his country with his
parents when his life was in danger
relying on the generosity of others.
When returning to his own country,
he suffered the oppression of a
tyrannical empire - he was
persecuted, beaten, tortured, and
executed. On the third day, this
scorned Jesus the Christ rose from
the dead to offer all people
citizenship beyond all borders even the borders of life and death.

Creo en Jesucristo, un galileo desplazado
que naci lejos de su pueblo y su hogar,
que huy de su pa s con sus padres
cuando su vida corr a peligro con iando
en la generosidad de otros. Al regresar a
su pa s, sufri la opresi n de un imperio
tir nico: fue perseguido, golpeado,
torturado y ejecutado. Al tercer d a, este
Jes s despreciado, se levant de entre los
muertos para ofrecer a todas las personas
la ciudadan a m s all de todas las
fronteras, incluso las fronteras de la vida y
la muerte.

guided people in exile and in
exodus, the God of wanderers,
foreigners, and immigrants.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
eternal immigrant among us, who
speaks all languages, lives in all
countries, and unites all peoples.
I believe that as the church we have
the power to deconstruct the
dividing walls and journey together
to freedom.

Creo en el Esp ritu Santo, el eterno
inmigrante entre nosotros, que habla
todos los idiomas, vive en todos los pa ses
y une a todos los pueblos.
Creo que como Iglesia tenemos el poder
de derribar las paredes que nos dividen y
caminar juntos hacia la libertad.
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I believe the communion of saints
begins when we accept the diversity
of the saints.
God’s possibilities are greater than
our imaginations.
Amen.

Creo que la comuni n de los santos
comienza cuando aceptamos la
diversidad de los santos.
Las posibilidades de Dios son mayores
a nuestra imaginaci n.
Am n.

Prayers of the People
Bishop Jim Gonia

Beloved Community, as we gather in assembly, we accept God’s
invitation to be mindful of the needs of others, offering our prayers on
behalf of our communities and world.
Please open your chat window and offer your prayers now as we
sing together the song printed below.
Fill us with your strength, O God, that we may resist the seductions of
power and privilege in order to pour out our souls for the sake of
justice and love - Amen

ó

ó

é

13

Peace

The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Offertory

Offering can be given through our website: www.rmselca.org either by
credit card or checking account. Select “Assembly Offering” as the
giving type. You can also mail a check, with Synod Assembly Offering
in the memo line. Offering collected during assembly will be shared
with Betela Seminary in Madagascar and Four Winds Indian Council in
Denver.

Offertory Prayer
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love
endures forever.
You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine.
Nourish us with these gifts, that we might be for the world signs
of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord Amen

Greetings and Ecumenical Blessing

Bishop Scott Hayashi, Episcopal Diocese of Utah

Synod Assembly Opening

As in one body we have many members,
So we, who are many, are one body in Christ
Where two or three are gathered in my name, says the Lord,
I am there among them.
Live a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, making every effort to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Let us pursue what makes for justice and peace, and for mutual
upbuilding.

The Lord be with you,
And also with you.
14

We pray together,
O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by
sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of that
Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice
at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever - Amen.
I declare this assembly to be in session in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Sending Hymn: We are Building Up a New World

Lyrics by the late Dr. Vincent G. Harding. Professor of Religion and Social
Transformation at the Iliff School of Theology Denver CO.
We are building up a new world (x3)… Builders must be strong
Courage sisters don't get weary...though the way be long.
Courage brothers…
Courage people…
Everyday our hope grows deeper (x3)… People must ind hope.
We seek justice for all people...Even through the trials.
We seek justice for all creatures…
We seek justice for all beings…
We are building up a new world (x3)…Builders must be strong
Rise, shine, give God glory (x3)…children, of the light.
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2:30pm: Plenary 1
Supplies Needed: Large paper/Newsprint, pens or markers, post-it notes,
mobile device for voting.
•

Opening Business
• Welcome, Adopt Agenda, Introductions
• Agenda and Rules of Procedure votes will take place
via BallotClick; please use the chat to be recognized
by the chair

10 Minute Stretch Break
•

•

Nominations from the Floor
• Please use the chat to be recognized by the chair.
• During this time, please do not utilize the chat for
non-business items.
• Nominations from the loor are due by 8:00pm.
Instructions can be found in the front of this booklet.
Treasurer’s Report
• The Budget and Financial Reports were emailed to
all voting members and can be found on the synod
assembly webpage.

4:45pm: Dinner Break
6:00pm: Plenary 2
Supplies needed: twine or string
•
•

Opening Grounding: Rachel Bass-Guennewig
Keynote 1: Dr. Edward Antonio

NOTES
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7:00pm: Evening Prayer

Supplies needed: Global Mission map or blank
piece of paper, crayons/colored pencils,

Prelude/Candle Lighting

In preparation for worship, take a few
moments to ind a comfortable position, take
some deep breaths, and calm your thoughts.
Allow this prayer service to be a time when
you let the “work” of prayer go, and simply
receive the gift of God’s presence. When you
are ready, light your candle and place it in
front of your screen.

Reading:

“The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman
As you listen, circle or underline words or phrases that stand out to you,
or draw or make notes in the open space.
When day comes we ask ourselves,
where can we ind light in this never-ending shade?
The loss we carry,
a sea we must wade
We've braved the belly of the beast
We've learned that quiet isn't always peace
And the norms and notions
of what just is
Isn’t always just-ice
And yet the dawn is ours
before we knew it
Somehow we do it
Somehow we've weathered and witnessed
a nation that isn’t broken
but simply un inished
We the successors of a country and a time
Where a skinny Black girl
descended from slaves and raised by a single mother
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can dream of becoming president
only to ind herself reciting for one
And yes we are far from polished
far from pristine
but that doesn’t mean we are
striving to form a union that is perfect
We are striving to forge a union with purpose
To compose a country committed to all cultures, colors, characters and
conditions of man
And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us
but what stands before us
We close the divide because we know, to put our future irst,
we must irst put our differences aside
We lay down our arms
so we can reach out our arms
to one another
We seek harm to none and harmony for all
Let the globe, if nothing else, say this is true:
That even as we grieved, we grew
That even as we hurt, we hoped
That even as we tired, we tried
That we’ll forever be tied together, victorious
Not because we will never again know defeat
but because we will never again sow division
Scripture tells us to envision
that everyone shall sit under their own vine and ig tree
And no one shall make them afraid
If we’re to live up to our own time
Then victory won’t lie in the blade
But in all the bridges we’ve made
That is the promised glade
The hill we climb
If only we dare
It's because being American is more than a pride we inherit,
it’s the past we step into
and how we repair it
We’ve seen a force that would shatter our nation
rather than share it
Would destroy our country if it meant delaying democracy
And this effort very nearly succeeded
But while democracy can be periodically delayed
it can never be permanently defeated
In this truth
in this faith we trust
For while we have our eyes on the future
history has its eyes on us
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where our forefathers irst realized revolution

We will rise from the lake-rimmed cities of the midwestern states,
we will rise from the sunbaked south
We will rebuild, reconcile and recover
and every known nook of our nation and
every corner called our country,
our people diverse and beautiful will emerge,
battered and beautiful
When day comes we step out of the shade,
a lame and unafraid
The new dawn blooms as we free it
For there is always light,
if only we’re brave enough to see it
If only we’re brave enough to be it
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This is the era of just redemption
We feared at its inception
We did not feel prepared to be the heirs
of such a terrifying hour
but within it we found the power
to author a new chapter
To offer hope and laughter to ourselves
So while once we asked,
how could we possibly prevail over catastrophe?
Now we assert
How could catastrophe possibly prevail over us?
We will not march back to what was
but move to what shall be
A country that is bruised but whole,
benevolent but bold,
ierce and free
We will not be turned around
or interrupted by intimidation
because we know our inaction and inertia
will be the inheritance of the next generation
Our blunders become their burdens
But one thing is certain:
If we merge mercy with might,
and might with right,
then love becomes our legacy
and change our children’s birthright
So let us leave behind a country
better than the one we were left with
Every breath from my bronze-pounded chest,
we will raise this wounded world into a wondrous one
We will rise from the gold-limbed hills of the west,
we will rise from the windswept northeast

Invitation to Prayer

Rev. Stephanie Lord, Christ the Servant, Louisville, CO

Guided coloring and prayer

Prayer for the Healing of the Nations
As we sing "For the Healing of the Nations," after the leaders name
nations of the world, please join in singing the response with the
words “Peace be yours”.

Closing Prayer
Let us pray together,
Keep watch, O Lord, with those who work or watch or weep this
night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the
sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering,
comfort the af licted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s
sake - Amen.
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Friday April 30

• Biographies from those nominated from the loor will be available on the
website by 7:00am. Please review these before our 12:45pm plenary
session.
• You are invited to log on at 8:45am to hear from some of our partners in
ministry. Morning prayer will begin at 9:00am

7:30am: Morning Yoga

Join our morning prayer leader Rachel for a time of stretching and
yoga. All abilities are welcome. Join via the main synod assembly zoom
link.

9:00am: Morning Movement and Prayer
Rachel Bass Guennewig

9:30am: Plenary 3

• Keynote 2: Dr. Edward Antonio

10:30am: Break
10:45am: Plenary 4
Supplies needed: manilla envelope from supply packet; newsprint and
post-it notes.

• Resolutions and Memorials
• Please use the chat to be recognized by the chair.
• During this time, please do not utilize the chat for
non-business items.
• The submitted resolutions and memorials can be
found on the assembly website.
• Churchwide Report: Christine Mangale
• Community Conversation

NOTES
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11:45am: Lunch Break

You are invited to return at 12:30pm to hear from more of our partners
in ministry. The afternoon plenary session will begin at 12:45pm

12:45pm: Plenary 5

Supplies needed: mobile device for voting, envelope marked Saturday
Afternoon.
• Elections
• Budget Adoption
• Bishop and Vice-President Report

2:15pm: Break
3:30pm: Plenary 6
•
•

Opening Grounding: Rachel Bass-Guennewig
Keynote 3: Dr. Edward Antonio

10 Minute Stretch Break
•

Panel Conversation: Rev. Ron Roschke, Rachel BassGuennewig, Bishop Jim Gonia, and Cleo-Parker Robinson

5:30pm: Dinner
6:30pm: Anniversary Reception and Concert
Meeting ID: 929 9866 2356

Join us for a concert and celebration for pastors and deacons
celebrating ministry anniversaries. You are encouraged to try the drinks
and snacks listed in the Anniversary Program listed on the website.
Music this evening will be provided by Aethea.

NOTES
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Saturday, May 1

You are invited to log on at 8:45am to hear from some of our partners in
ministry. Morning prayer will begin at 9:00am

7:30am: Morning Yoga
Join our morning prayer leader Rachel for a time of stretching
and yoga. All abilities are welcome. Join via the main synod
assembly zoom link.
9:00am: Morning Movement and Prayer
Rachel Bass Guennewig
9:30am: Plenary 7

• Resolutions and Memorials Continued (if needed)
• Please use the chat to be recognized by the chair.
• During this time, please do not utilize the chat for
non-business items.
• The submitted resolutions and memorials can be
found on the assembly website.
• Keynote 4: Dr. Edward Antonio
• Closing Panel and Community Conversation

11:45am: Closing Worship

Needed for Worship: candle, lighter, bread/cracker, wine/juice, origami paper

NOTES
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Closing Worship: The Stories We Tell
Prelude/Music

Heatherlyn, singer-songwriter, Heatherlyn Music, Longmont, CO

Gathering Hymn: Canticle of the Turning
(Printed on following page)
Liturgical Painting

Fine Artist Tara McConnell, Highlands, Denver, CO
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Opening Statement

Rev. Barbara Berry-Bailey, St. Paul’s, Denver, CO
written by Rev. Richard Gianzero, Christ, Louisville, KY
We’re on a journey rooted in justice and equality.
We desperately need each other as we work together to ind our
freedom.
The church has the power to come together and defy racism - not as
an easy or cheap form of “one-ness” rather as a powerful movement of
God’s presence in us.
Today, we offer ourselves together recognizing the in lection point in
society and church which calls each of us to defy the standard of
whiteness and live the standard of the cross.
Our gathering as one de ies the racism embedded in society and
embedded in the church.
We offer ourselves as one - the many for the one, the one for the
many.
The evils of racism and white supremacy frame a language which
de ies the gospel mandate of one body, one Lord, one faith, one
baptism.
We are one.
May we be one.

Confession

written by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Thou Eternal God, out of whose absolute power and in inite
intelligence the whole universe has come into being, we humbly
confess that we have not loved thee with our hearts, souls and
minds, and we have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved us.
We have all too often lived by our own sel ish impulses rather
than by the life of sacri icial love as revealed by Christ.
We often give in order to receive. We love our friends and hate
our enemies. We go the irst mile but dare not travel the second.
We forgive but dare not forget.
And so as we look within ourselves, we are confronted with the
appalling fact that the history of our lives is the history of an
eternal revolt against you.
But thou, O God, have mercy upon us. Forgive us for what we
could have been, but failed to be. Give us the intelligence to know
your will.
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Give us the courage to do your will.
Give us the devotion to love your will.
In the name and spirit of Jesus, we pray - Amen.
Hymn: “Tell the Truth” by Heatherlyn
Chorus
Tell the truth, Hallelu
Oh, tell me the truth, Truer than True
All the way down to the roots
Freedom is the bountiful Fruit, so, Tell the truth
Verse 1
Gotta admit what we’ve done wrong
Don’t care if ya interrupt this song
Can’t be hidin’ behind no shame
Yeah, I know ya might be afraid
But it’s the truth that sets us free
And it’s for freedom, we are free
It you want true unity, you gotta tell the truth
Chorus
Verse 2
Oh yes we, we shall overcome
When we inally stop, stop being numb
To the gruesome reality
Of what white supremacy has done
Honesty, the best policy
Especially with humility
If you want true unity, you gotta hear the truth
Chorus
Verse 3
America, I sure love this land
Still gotta admit it’s built on stolen land
A new day awaits for those who wake
So wake up for goodness’ sake
Niceties are gross and oh so fake
Saccharine sweet, a bitter after taste
If you want true unity, you gotta face the truth
Chorus
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Thanksgiving for Baptism

Written by Deacon Sarah Bjornebo
Translated and presented on the U.S. border with Mexico by Rev. Diana
Linden-Johnson, Peace, El Paso, TX and Rev. Rose Mary Sanchez-Guzman,
Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey, El Paso, TX

O God, you are my God - For you, I yearn - For you, my soul is thirsting
— Psalm 62:1
Solo en Dios halla descanso mi alma; de él viene mi salvación.
- Salmo 62:1
For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground;
I will pour my spirit upon your descendants, and my blessing on your
offspring. They shall spring up like a green tamarisk, like willows by
ﬂowing streams — Isaiah 44:3
Porque voy a hacer que corra agua en el desierto, arroyos en la tierra
seca. Yo daré nueva vida a tus descendientes, les enviaré mi bendición.
Y crecerán como hierba bien regada, como álamos a la orilla de los ríos.
- Isaías 44:3-4
Praise and thanksgiving be to you, O God of abundant grace,
for the waters you provide for the earth:
for snow and dew, for oceans and wells, for the rain that nourishes
plants and trees, for the arroyos and the Rio Grande
We praise you, O God, for water
We praise you, O God, for water
Alabanza y acci n de gracias a ti, oh Dios de abundante gracia,
por las aguas que provees a la tierra:
por la nieve y el roc o, por los oc anos y los manantiales,
por la lluvia que nutre las plantas y los rboles,
por los arroyos y el Rio Grande
Te alabamos, oh Dios, por el agua
Te alabamos, oh Dios, por el agua
Blessing and glory be to you, O God of creation,
for knitting us together in your image,
for naming us as your children,
for our ancestors and grandparents,
for our parents and godparents, and all who came before us and are
beside us on the earth,
We are thankful, O God, for our humanity
We are thankful, O God, for our humanity
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Bendici n y gloria a ti, oh Dios de la creaci n,
por tejernos a tu imagen,
por nombrarnos como tus hijos,
por nuestros antepasados y abuelos,
Por nuestros padres y padrinos,
y todos los que vinieron antes que nosotros y est n a nuestro lado en
la tierra.
Estamos agradecidos, oh, Dios, por nuestra humanidad.
Estamos agradecidos, oh, Dios, por nuestra humanidad.
Pour upon us yet again the Spirit of our baptism.
Our roots are dry - shower us with divine blessing.
Our fruits need moisture - renew us with vibrant growth.
Wash away the sin within us, change our hearts and change our lives
into springs of your grace.
We beg you, O God, for water and the Spirit
We beg you, O God, for water and the Spirit
Derrama sobre nosotros una vez m s el Esp ritu de nuestro bautismo.
Nuestras ra ces est n secas, b anos con la bendici n divina.
Nuestros frutos necesitan humedad, renu vanos con un crecimiento
vibrante.
Lava el pecado dentro de nosotros.
Cambia nuestros corazones y cambia nuestras vidas en manantiales
de tu gracia.
Te suplicamos, oh, Dios, por el agua y el Esp ritu
Te suplicamos, oh, Dios, por el agua y el Espíritu
You, O God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,
You are the Water we crave.
You, O God, are Rain and River - Green, Platte, Wind, Rio Grande,
River and Fountain.
You are Life
You are Life
Amen
Amen
T , oh Dios, Creador, Redentor y Sustentador,
Eres el agua que anhelamos.
T , oh Dios, eres Lluvia y R o: Verde, Platte, Viento, R o Grande,
R o y manantial.
T eres vida
Tú eres vida
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1 Kings 19:1-15a

Pastor Albert Ranaivomanana, Betela Seminary Madagascar
Elijah is exhausted. This prophetic great is discouraged enough to want to die.
And it’s in this state of weakness and despair that God is present in food, rest,
and the “voice, silent, and thin.”
Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all
the prophets with the sword. Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah,
saying, “So may the gods do to me, and more also, if I do not make
your life like the life of one of them by this time tomorrow.”
Then he was afraid; he got up and led for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah; he left his servant there.
But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and
sat down under a solitary broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It
is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my
ancestors.” Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep.
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” He
looked, and there at his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar
of water. He ate and drank, and lay down again. The angel of the Lord
came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat, otherwise
the journey will be too much for you.” He got up, and ate and drank;
then he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to
Horeb the mount of God. At that place he came to a cave, and spent the
night there.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?”
He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the
Lord is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it
was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord,
but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake,
but the Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the earthquake a
ire, but the Lord was not in the ire; and after the ire a sound of sheer
silence.
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out
and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him
that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”
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He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts;
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and
they are seeking my life, to take it away.”
Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness
of Damascus.

Psalm : “How long?”

A song inspired by the Hebrew prophets Amos and Isaiah
Words and Music by Heatherlyn
Verse 1
How long must we wait for justice?
How long must we wait for peace?
How long till scales fall from our eyes and we can truly see?
When will waters of forgiveness low restoring life in the wilderness.
Wash away injustice, let prisoners go free?
Chorus
How long? How long? How long? How long? How long?
Verse 2
Bring comfort to the brokenhearted,
Bring relief to the distressed
Beauty in the place of ashes, a lightness for this heaviness
When will come the year of Jubilee, when all our debts will be released?
When will factions dissipate, and enemies make peace?
Chorus
How long? How long? How long? How long? How long?
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Luke 8:26-39

Christine Mangale, Lutheran Of ice for World Community
This story of demonic possession and healing in an area recently slaughtered by
the Roman Legions demonstrates the power of Christ to subdue all that would
occupy, control, and destroy life.
Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite
Galilee.
As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him.
For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house
but in the tombs.
When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of
his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? I beg you, do not torment me”— for Jesus had commanded the
unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized
him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles,
but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.)
Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for
many demons had entered him. They begged him not to order them to
go back into the abyss.
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them
permission. Then the demons came out of the man and entered the
swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the lake and was
drowned.
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it
in the city and in the country. Then people came out to see what had
happened, and when they came to Jesus, they found the man from
whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in
his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had seen it told them
how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed.
Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked
Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into
the boat and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone
begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away,
saying, “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for
you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much
Jesus had done for him.

Sermon: Rev. Ron Roschke, retired, Denver, CO
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Hymn of the Day: “Be Thou My Vision”

Words attributed to Da lan Fo gaill, 8th Ce t ry, Lyric adaptations from
HeatherlynMusic
Music SLANE of Irish Folk Origin, Chorus words and music by Heatherlyn
Verse 1
Be Thou my vision O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me, save Thou art
Thou my best thought, by day or by night
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.
Chorus
Give me eyes to see with your love
Let my heart believe your touch
May my mind perceive your glorious dreams
And my life with you, make a beautiful legacy.
Verse 2
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word
Abiding in grace, your impeccable work
Bearing the burden of Freedom’s call
Unresting until there is Justice for all.
Chorus
Give me eyes to see with your love
Let my heart believe your touch
May my mind perceive your glorious dreams
And my life with you, make a beautiful legacy.
Verse 3
Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise
Thou mine inheritance now and always:
Source of all life and the song in my heart
Before all possessions, my treasure Thou art.
Chorus 2
Give me eyes to see with your love
Let my heart receive your touch
May my mind perceive your glorious dreams
My life, with you, make a beautiful legacy.
Tag
My life, with you, make a beautiful legacy.
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Installation of Conference Deans

Pastor Katie Chullino and Pastor Stephanie Lord, co-deans of the BoulderBroom ield Conference
Conference Deans are invited to unmute to participate in the litany

Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Deacon Erin Power, Assistant to
the Bishop, Rocky Mountain Synod
Members of the Synod Council are invited to unmute and participate in the
litany.

Prayers of the People
Deacon Erin Power

Wondrous and unwearied God, we come breathless to you. Restore
our hope, save our lives, and receive our prayers.
Please open your chat window to offer your prayers and
responses to the sermon questions:
• What internal work do you need to do to become an antiracist?
• What are you holding onto that is hurting yourself and
others? Can you let it go?
• What do we need to let go as a church/community of faith?
Breathe deeply into us your spirit of life that we may be restored as
your holy people.
Amen.

Peace

Rev. Mercy Rumengan, HKBP MLCC, Denver, CO
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Offering

Offering can be given through our website: www.rmselca.org either by
credit card or checking account. Select “Assembly Offering” as the
giving type. You can also mail a check, with Synod Assembly Offering
in the memo line. Offering collected during assembly will be shared
with Betela Seminary in Madagascar and Four Winds Indian Council in
Denver.
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Offertory Prayer

Loving God,
with grace you open yourself to satisfy the needs of every life.
Open our hands to receive your gifts.
Open our hearts to embrace others.
Open our lives to act boldly.
And may grace and gratitude accompany us on the way - Amen.

Communion

The Lord be with you
And also with you
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
It is right to give God thanks and praise
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give
thanks to you,
Holy God, creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your image
and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our
love failed, your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from
captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us
through the prophets.
On the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this
is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over, he took the cup, gave thanks, gave it to his
disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the
new covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
Pour out your Holy Spirit on these gifts of bread and wine, on this
community and on every congregation and ministry represented here,
Make these gifts be for us the presence of Christ with us, and may we
be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed, transformed, and alive.
All are invited to unmute and pray in the language and translation of
your heart.
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Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever - Amen.
The gifts of God for the people of God

Distribution

Please commune those in your presence with the words: “Body of Christ,
given for you” as you give the bread and “The Blood of Christ, shed for
you” as you give the wine or juice. If you are alone, Pastor Mercy will
commune you. After receiving the bread and wine you may respond
“Amen” or “Thanks be to God.”
If you are not comfortable receiving communion in this way and you are
fasting until we meet again, please know that your decision is honored.
You may pray this prayer:
Most high and holy God, pour out upon us your one and unifying Spirit,
and awaken in every confession of the whole church a holy hunger and
thirst for unity in you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation, you
have united us with Christ, making us one, common humanity.
Through the gifts of this holy mystery, make us instruments of your
peace. Where there is hatred, teach us to love. Where there is pain
and hurt, teach us to heal. And where there is despair, may your hope
shine - Amen.
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Closing Hymn “Ever”

Words and Music Heatherlyn
www.HeatherlynMusic.com
Peace ever
Joy ever
Following you
Light ever
Love ever
Radiating through
Hope ever
Faith ever
Strengthening you
Life ever
Breath ever
Nourishing you
And everywhere you go, may you always be home.
And everyone you meet, be messengers of peace.
Let your light shine through
And your heart ever be true
Move in grace and gratitude
And walk in wisdom
sharing all that’s good.
Peace ever
Joy ever
Following you
Light ever
Love ever
Radiating through
And everywhere you go, may you always be home.
And everyone you meet, be messengers of peace.
May we choose courageously
May we hope de iantly
May we love outrageously
And walk on lightly in humility.
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May we choose courageously
May we hope de iantly
May we love outrageously
And walk on lightly in humility.
Beauty and Laughter
Ever illing you
Friendship, Affection
Surrounding you

Origami Commitment
Deacon Ann Maki

Benediction

Rachel Bass Guennewig
Before you “leave the meeting”
Be bold Beloved Community.
Seek justice.
Resist evil.
Deconstruct the dividing walls.
Defy fear.
Add your voice
Pray with your feet.
Extend your hands.
Keep the ires of freedom burning in your hearts, so that no matter
what happens, you will not be deterred.
Keep the vision of oneness in your souls, so that no matter what
happens, love remains.
Together, may we bend the arc of history toward justice.
Together, may we create havens of hope.
Together, may we be the body of Christ in this world until we join in
the dance of the saints.
Amen.
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Closing of Assembly

Bishop Jim
Vice President Earline Bohling
Jesus said, “You will be my witnesses
to the ends of the earth.
I chose you and appointed you
to bear fruit that will last.
Remember, I will be with you always,
to the end of time.”
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your most gracious favor,
and extend to us your continual help;
that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you,
we may glorify your holy name; and inally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
I declare this assembly closed
in the name of Creator, Redeemer and Sancti ier.
Amen.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
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