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Although the ritual of washing feet, 
both feet, may not be a Maundy 
Thursday practice in all congrega-
tions, humble service is the obli-
gation of every follower of Jesus. 

 "You ... ought to wash one anoth-
er's feet." (John 13:14) It was not 
a command, which is why it is not 
a sacrament. Rather, Jesus says 

it is  a holy obligation. 

At a time when all around 
others are losing their heads and 
blaming on the most vulnerable in 
our society, now more than ever 
is the time to bend the knee in 

Jesus name and serve.

Pastor Barbara Berry-Bailey
Special Assistant for Diversity, 

Equity, and Inclusion 
Synod Staff

https://oslchurchdenver.org/our-team
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Three words that describe how serving as a lay 
minister has impacted me is through transforma-
tion, excitement and resilience. When we surren-
der and humble ourselves before God and ask 
Jesus to take over our lives a wonderful thing hap-
pens—we are set free. So when I thought about 
how I was going to help our congregation, I didn't 
realize how much of an impact Jesus would have 
on my everyday life. Your faith defines you and 
causes an eruption within your soul. When you 
connect with the Holy Spirit it ignites a new light 
inside to help walk out your faith.  I wasn't sure 
what I was getting myself into but, God was there 
every step of the way. 

Christ was nudging me when things got difficult 
and guided me in my decision making. With each 
decision, we weigh the risk and the reward of our 
choice. Many decisions are repeated and subcon-

scious, but some decisions require analysis and 
a tap into faith. For this 2 year long process, I 
"tapped" into God's wisdom and guidance. God 
made it easier as he guided my way through 
this ministry. 

It is with Christ that I had the confidence 
to go through with this ministry and with 
Him, I feel stronger and closer to Him with 
everything I do in my every day life not 
only at church as a lay minister.

Jeanette Bartling
Lay Minister

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Calhan, Colorado

https://www.stpaulcalhan.org
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God’s Work Our Hands 
has become a way of 
life in our church. Here, 
we mend a sofa cushion 
to deliver a much-need-
ed piece of furniture to a 

church member. 

God continues to use 
us to help our church 

members and our 
community.

                 Vicar Thania Drake                     
New Hope Lutheran Church

El Paso, Texas
                                                                    

https://www.newhope915.com
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W-2 INCOME, 1099 INCOME, RETIREMENT INCOME, INVESTMENTS, 
SELF EMPLOYMENT TAX, HOUSING ALLOWANCES

Clergy Taxes are complex. We are here to help 
you navigate these complexities.

Serving those who Serve

Church Payroll & HR Services Church Bookkeeping Services

Unlimited number of payrolls each month

Free direct deposit

Electronic tax payments

Quarterly & year-end tax filings

W-2s

Live support by phone, chat & e-mail

Guaranteed accurate tax calculations

Bill Pay

Monthly reconciliations

Record Expense and Revenue

Designated Fund Management

After the Fact Payroll Recording

Maintain a chart of accounts

Monitor fixed assets

Monthly Financial Reporting

GL Management

Benefit Balance Tracking

Download your free copy 
of our 2025 Housing Guide

Use Coupon Code RMS2025
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There’s a holy rhythm to shipboard 
life: waking, working, eating, resting— 
repeating. In that rhythm, I see how God 
meets us not just in the “recruitment 
worth” events like helicopter operations 
on the flight deck and firefighting drills, 
but in routine faithfulness. Whether I’m 
leading worship in a cramped room or of-
fering a listening ear on the deck plates, 
I know God is present—guiding, sustain-
ing, and comforting.

God’s love is not limited by distance or 
duty. Even in the middle of the ocean, 
surrounded by steel and saltwater, 
God’s presence is real, reminding me 
and others that we are never alone. 
I remember one evening after a long 
day of drills, a sailor quietly asked for 
prayer. There was no crisis, just a de-
sire for peace and strength. In that mo-
ment, I was reminded how God meets 
us not only in dramatic rescues or spir-
itual highs, but in our daily need for 
hope and connection. I’ve seen God 
in the resilience of tired sailors, in the 
laughter shared over coffee, and in the 
silent prayers whispered throughout 
the day.

These moments, woven 
together, tell a story of a God who 
is ever-present, ever-loving, and 
always at work—right here, 
whether that be in this assembly or 
in the middle of the ocean.

Kelsey Fauser
She/her/hers

Navy Chaplain, Pearl Harbor, HI

https://www.military.com/base-guide/naval-station-pearl-harbor
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These powerful words have been a rock for 
two Tennessee kids who never imagined living 
west of the Mississippi River. And yet as many 
of us know, God has plans we cannot see and 
asks us to lean into the mystery and trust! In 
our case, God kept calling us back and forth 
between mountains, from the East to the West 

and reminded us to “lift our eyes” and 
remember that “God is here.” 

Following God’s lead into the “desert” of New 
Mexico when Nicole’ had just started Seminary 
was very hard, but we are both convinced that 
this back and forth allowed both of us to be con-
nected to four wonderful churches, two amaz-
ing Synods, and the blessing of knowing again 

and again that God was and still is with us. 

We look forward as we “lift our eyes up” to 
follow God and see what God has planned 
for our future. If you want more details of our 
40 years of marriage, the “last 20 wacky years” 

and our wjourney, just ask! 

Ray Ferry &
 Pastor Nicolé Raddu Ferry
RMS Synod Council Member 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
Monument, Colorado

“I lift my eyes to the hills—
From where will  my help come?
My help comes from the LORD, 
Who made heaven and earth.”

Psalm 121: 1-2

https://trinitymonument.org
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Through my church I became involved 
in WhollyKicks.org a ‘shoe ministry’ 
started and led by Pastor Tyg Taylor. 
At least once a month I work a shoe 
event where folks ‘shop’ for new shoes. 
Each year I also do a shoe drive to 
benefit whollykicks. 

This ministry, which God brought 
me to, has consistently inspired my 
joy and belief that 

God is with us in our daily walk 
with life and provides opportuni-
ties to share  God’s love with 
others.

Lisa Guthrie 
Rocky Mountain Synod Council 

Treasurer 

https://whollykicks.org
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In June 2008, my life took an 
unexpected turn when my hus-
band, Ivan, passed away. Strug-
gling with the traditional ways of 
prayer, I found solace in having 
informal conversations with God. 
These heartfelt chats, where I 
felt His presence and received 
responses that inspired my 
thoughts, became a daily prac-
tice. 

Over the past 17 years, alongside 
my regular morning and evening 
prayers, these conversations 
have deepened my personal 
connection with God, making 
Him a friend and confidant in 
my journey through grief and 
healing.

Sharen Kamp
Rocky Mountain Synod Council

Secretary



Colorado
Congregations + one hundred and five
Rostered Leaders + one hundred and forty-five
Retired Rostered Leaders + one hundred and fifty–four
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On my best days, I’m an energetic planner, mentally mapping 
out contingencies for unlikely events. On other days, I’m a 
worrier, nearly overwhelmed by the scenarios I’ve imagined. 
My kids are one way the Holy Spirit has invited me to just be 
here, in the now. Despite how I’ve worried (and prayed) about 
my kids’ lives, development, health, and every-
thing else, they go on, resiliently as ever. 

Pastor Brittany Kooi
Holy Love Lutheran Church

Aurora, Colorado

One of my biggest 
parental fears was that 
they wouldn’t get along. 
This picture shows their
genuine love for each 
other and captures 
their unique person-
alities. 
It was a moment that 
reminded me, God 
does indeed work 
everything out.

https://holylovelutheran.org




Wyoming
Congregations + twelve
Rostered Leaders + five
Retired Rostered Leaders + eight
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Every day as I walk into the 
church, I can’t help but notice 
how God’s presence contin-
ues to show up day in and day 
out in abundance at our Little 
Free Pantry. These recycled 
old newspaper metal boxes 
rarely go empty. This ministry 
that began a few years ago 
with just a couple of peoples 
vision, continues to encourage 
and inspire those who visit it. 
We give thanks from the gen-
erous neighbors living around 
the church who drop things 

off, others in the greater com-
munity who randomly drive by 
to add to it, to St. Paul’s mem-
bers who faithfully volunteer to 
keep it stocked, and for those 
whom we have come to know 
by name that benefit from this 
act of love and service. 

God’s presence is truly  abun-
dant every day in and round 
these three metal boxes.

Pastor Andrea Kragerud
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Cheyenne, Wyoming

https://www.stpaulscheyenne.org
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I have learned so many new and life-changing 
concepts and ideas by being a member of the synod 
council. These last few months and possibly years 
have been trying for our world and have shaken my 
faith in trying to understand why such suffering and 
misery are allowed to take place. It has been a strug-
gle to embrace the Gospel's message of love and 
unity when the world seems so intent on fostering 
hate and division. 

But because of my time on the synod council, I learned 
to lean on the goodness and abundance of the Holy 
Spirit and in all the varied ways it expresses its Grace. 
I understand that I don't have to understand the big 
picture as long as I live out a life of service to others 
by offering them the precious gift of Grace. 

So while the world seems topsy turvy, I wish for 
us all to be able to bear witness to the ways the 
Holy Spirit manifests its Grace through the 
beauty of creation, through the gentle rains that 
extinguish raging fires, and through the simple 
love that we are called to hold for one another. 

Kenny Lajoy
Young author, entrepreneur, 
& pizza store manager

About Kenny
Kenny LaJoy is a young author, entrepreneur, 
and pizza store manager who lives with Fetal 
Alcohol Spectrum Disorder and its challenges 
every day. His earliest years were spent in an 
orphanage in Kyrgyzstan, and it was there that he 
first began developing a reliance on God. At the 
age of eight, he was adopted into the LaJoy family 
and then began the homeschooling journey that, 
along with his grit and determination, would shape 
and mold him into the man he is today. 

His life experiences and learning challenges have 
led him to write this book in the hopes that his 
story and the wisdom he has gleaned in the 
process might make growing up with a disabili-
ty a little bit easier for someone else. In his free 
time, Kenny volunteers in many faith-based lead-
ership roles with the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of America and is currently enrolled in a Pathways 
Theological Education course of study.

https://www.amazon.com/stores/author/B0B8L7TYCZ?ccs_id=7d2663b1-034c-4c04-805a-b8024fe944c2
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Being the organist at St. Paul is 
an honor. I am very much a music 
minister in this role and my hope 
is that I'm helping bring other peo-
ple closer to God every Sunday. 

I feel God's presence every-
where, but I feel closest to 
God when I'm playing during 
worship.

Raul Manjarrez 
Organist/Pianist

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Albuquerque, New Mexico

https://www.stpaulabq.org


New Mexico
Congregations + twenty–one
Rostered Leaders + twenty–one
Retired Rostered Leaders + thirty
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Since my retirement from campus 
ministry at UNM & CNM in 2017, 
I have been volunteering with the 
Magyarországi Evangélikus Egyház 
in Hungary. I currently serve the En-
glish Lutheran Ministry in Budapest. 
There are 36,000 international stu-
dents studying in English in this city.  
Our congregation includes people 
from all over the world and from a 
wide variety of faith traditions. We 
are also one of the few ministries 
where the LGBTQ community can 
find a welcome. 

“The joy of the Lord is our strength.” 
Nehemiah 8:10

It’s been a blessing to see the 
Spirit at work, bringing people to 
faith and guiding us all as we grow 
together in the Body of Christ. 

At Easter we baptized a young 
Turkish man who grew up Muslim. 
Our youngest member, age 10, 
quickly volunteered to be the Godfa-
ther. The whole congregation stud-
ied the catechism together. Many had 
been baptized under communism with 
no instruction or confirmation. It was a 
great blessing.

Pastor Anne Morawski
Magyarországi Evangélikus Egyház in Hungary

https://www.evangelikus.hu/en
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God is here in the quiet mo-
ments when the cares of the 
world and the “To Do” list 
fade away. God is here, right 
now, as I sit on my deck, on 
this glorious, sunny day in 
Colorado.  I find myself sit-
ting in the presence of God. 
This is Holy time. 

As I reflect upon my journey 
these past two years of car-
ing for my aging parents, I 
realize that grief, pain, an-
ger, doubt, and despair have 
been my constant compan-
ions. And yet, I know the 
Holy Spirit has also been 
right there with me, both in 
the pain and in the Holy Mo-
ments, offering me solace, 
comfort, and the courage to 
persevere. 

God is here as I felt God 
guiding my steps, giving me 
the courage, strength, and 
the faith I needed to accom-
pany my parents as they 
faced tough end of life 
decisions. 

God is here as I held my Dad’s 
hand and we sang “What a 
friend we have in Jesus” one 
last time together on Decem-
ber 6, 2024. 

God is here as I am now writ-
ing these words, tears stream-
ing down my face. God is here 
as I feel God wrapping me in 
the blanket of God’s Love, 
holding me close, reminding 
me that I am not alone. God 
is here in the warmth of the 
sun on my back, in the sing-
ing of the birds. 

God is here, as God always 
is, filling me with Hope and 
Peace which passes all 
understanding. God is here 
and I know that I will see my 
Dad again in Heaven. 

Deacon Kristen Saathoff
Innovative Confirmation Ministry

Member at King of Kings
Pueblo, Colorado

https://www.kingofkingspueblo.org
https://www.kingofkingspueblo.org
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God bless me so many ways most recently has blessed me with two 
beautiful grandchildren they bring so much joy in my life. God has got me 
through a lot of things. He has shown me, grace in many ways through 
my addiction to drugs and alcohol through my sentencing with the law 
going to jail just being a very terrible person. 

God has directed me to Saint Marks Lutheran Church nine years ago 
and I have been there ever since God has got me through these  addic-
tions for nothing else worked and now I get to spend every day anytime 
I want with these beautiful grandchildren. God is good all the time.

Susan Saeugling
St. Mark's Lutheran Church

Denver, Colorado

https://www.stmarksaurora.org
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The way that God works in and 
through our youngest among us 
never ceases to amaze me. This 
amazing young man, Ian blessed 
our community by very strongly ex-
pressing his desire to receive his 
First Communion this year. When he 
took his class with Pr. Kate Schlech-
ter and I, he let us know that as well 
as his family and friends, he desired 
Darth Vader to be at the table. 

Deacon Amy Schmuck
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Los Alamos, NM

And so on Maundy 
Thursday, Darth was 
also there (an action 
figure brought to the 
altar), present and 
forgiven! 

God's abundant ca-
pacity for love and 
grace at the table 
are brought to en-
ergized and color-
ful life through the 
words and actions 
of our children. They 
are God's church; full 
of life, wonder and 
love.

https://bethluth.360unite.com/home




Dios está aquí.
God is Here.

Last August, my son Peter and I headed 
out in his car for the 1800 mile trek to Lake-
land, FL, where in a matter of days he would 
begin playing baseball for Southeastern 
University. We had a wonderful road trip, 
swapping stories, music, and driving du-
ties. Our first stop was in Arlington, TX to 
catch a game between the Texas Rangers 
and Houston Astros. It was one of the most 
exciting baseball games either of us had 
ever seen, because we saw Astros pitcher 
Framber Valdez lose a no hitter with two 
outs in the bottom of the ninth.  
 
Everyone in the stadium was on their feet. 
Even though there is no love lost between 
the Rangers and Astros, Rangers fans 
gave Valdez a standing ovation as he left 
the field. Baseball fans collectively rec-
ognize something incredible that’s bigger 
than team allegiance. This was a perfect 

thing for Peter and me to witness togeth-
er. For him, as a college baseball player 
moving 1800 miles from home to a new 
and strange place, far from family, with 
a completely new set of teammates and 
coaches he hadn’t yet met, this was a 
grace given in a liminal moment, a mo-
ment of transition when it becomes clear 
that the way things have been is now over 
and the way things will be is still unclear.    
 
A needed grace for me, too, as I let the 
leash out a little longer. In Peter I see a 
maturing young man held in God’s 
gracious hands. And so even though 
what has been is no longer, and what 
will be is not yet known, in that 
moment I asked God to help me trust.  

Pastor Michael Tassler 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Salt Lake City, UT

https://www.zelc.org


Utah
Congregations + nine
Rostered Leaders + ten
Retired Rostered Leaders + eight
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As the Pastor to New Beginnings 
Worshipping Community and a Chap-
lain at the Denver Women's Correction-
al Facility, I have often felt closest to 
God during Communion, as do many 
members of our congregation. The Eu-
charistic liturgy takes on new meaning 
when they are spoken over a congre-
gation of people who are incarcerated. 

One of our members, Charlynn, shared 
that communion is the only time that all 
of the social rules that come with being 
in prison melt away. While there are peo-
ple who won't sit with her in the Chow 
Hall or make eye contact with her in the 
Yard, they will take communion from her 
on Sundays. She speaks of discovering 
that God's grace is for her and the im-
pact this has had on her life. 

As she prepares to leave prison after 
seven years, she goes believing in a 
God who names her as God's beloved. 
She carries the words of the Eucharist 
and the grace discovered with her into 
a daunting world. 

At the Table, we pray to a God of 
Freedom, proclaiming that "He 
breaks open prisons, frees slaves 
and captives, feasts with the out-
cast and celebrates strangers." May 
these words empower and sustain 
Charlynn in her transition. 

Pastor Samm Melton–Hill
New Beginnings Worshipping Community

Denver, Colorado

https://www.newbeginningswc.org
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One of the revelations I’ve had in the past 
few years is the extent to which our whole 
society is created to ensure isolation: 
a going it alone attitude, and the sense that 
“no one is going to help me but me,” ethos. 
It’s a lie, of course. But it’s a lie that is very 
believable when there are powerful struc-
tures of finances, nuclear families, and mer-
itocracy support it. But a lie it is, and I find 
the need to open windows of reality to peek 
out from behind the curtains of delusion. 

One such window is my ecumenical col-
leagues in Salt Lake City. I am part of the 
SLC Progressive Clergy group, and we meet 
once a month for lunch, but many of us are 
in regular communication. 

Rev. Brigette Weier 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church

Taylorsville, UT 

We come from different traditions, this is an 
interfaith gathering, but we share a firm be-
lief in the God, Yahweh, the Divine. And not 
just as an intellectual concept, or in dogma 
or doctrine, but in how we live each day. 
Our faith binds us together in a tight com-
munity, and we share our highs and lows of 
life together. Divorces, kids going to college, 
illness, milestone birthdays (we’ve had some 
kickass 50th celebrations complete with a 
ukelele band!), we babysit each other’s 
children (which as an empty nester I LOVE!), 
share meals, events, books, rallies, protests, 
Pride worship, prayer vigils, and love. God 
is ever present for me in this community. 

God’s presence blows in through this 
window when I need it the most. A colleague 
reminding me that I’m taking on too much. 
Or bringing me fabulous dairy free cheese 
from their travels. God is ever present, 
because these beloveds are ever pres-
ent. God is ever present in my heart, 
because these dear ones are in my heart. 
Community is always how the lie of 
self-reliance dies, and how God’s truth 
of belonging and interconnectedness 
flourishes. Thanks be to God! 

The Salt Lake Tribune) The Rev. Brigette Weber speaks at First Presbyterian Church in Salt Lake City during an interfaith 
prayer service to demand justice and safety for immigrants and refugees on Thursday, May 8, 2025.

http://St. Matthew Lutheran Church
https://www.sltrib.com/religion/2025/05/09/utah-interfaith-clergy-pray/
https://www.sltrib.com/religion/2025/05/09/utah-interfaith-clergy-pray/
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